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* Pall Mall Ccmrt: February 12, 1789.
c The King has been really considerably better the
last two days. Sir Gr. Baker saw him the day before
yesterday, and says that he conversed rationally and
coherently, with a great deal of recollection, for twenty-
five minutes. He mentioned many circumstances of
his illness, of which he knew the history very exactly
from October 22. Baker says that he does not con-
sider this amendment as actual convalescence (or as
proving anything with regard to a final cure of the
disorder), but it is certainly an amendment, and as he
could not recover without passing through this state,
it is a circumstance of encouragement and hope that
he has reached that state. Warren also saw him yes-
terday, and found him considerably better, but does
not seem to think the hope of perfect recovery even
now a probable one. You can hardly conceive the
effect this had in the town. The appointment of the
Eegency goes on just the same. . . * There cer-
tainly never was a greater combination of embarrassing
circumstances for a government or a country than the
present. A mad King was bad enough in itself. The
sort of government they have chosen to substitute in
its place made bad worse, but the addition of a doubt
whether the King is mad or not can alone make the
worse the worst of all* However, all good and all bad
is the affair of a few risings and settings of the sun, or
a few waxings and wanings of the moon, in this waxing
and waning, rising and setting world^ where all things
last for a time; and I presume we shall, somehow or